We Pray For You
For 790 years the sisters who follow the Rule of St. Clare of Assisi have been receiving prayer requests. Of course, they haven’t always come by e-mail, fax or telephone! Yet the prayer requests that Clare and her sisters received were not all that different from the ones that we receive day in and day out.

The documents that stem from St. Clare’s canonization process tell some of the facts. Parents brought their children to the monastery to have Clare bless them. A husband brought his marital problem for Clare’s advice. St. Francis even sent a brother suffering from mental illness. Although healings are very much a part of the history that surrounds St. Clare, it seems to me that the confidence and prayerfulness shown by the petitioners is a major part of the story.
Over the past several months we have received more than 350 requests for prayer in the mail, not counting the e-mails and phone calls. The number is not the real story. What is important is that every one of them asks us to join our prayers to prayers that are already being said!

With so many requests you might wonder how the Poor Clares can pray for all those requests and still take care of all of our other responsibilities, like preparing meals, cleaning, laundry, grocery shopping and all the other things that make up everyday life. Key to the answer is that we live a “life of prayer”. Our prayer is not separate from anything that we do and our sweeping the floor, folding laundry or paying the bills is not separate from our prayer. 

Those familiar slips that you receive in our mailings are placed in a basket in our chapel near the tabernacle where we can see it each time we go into the chapel. When a call comes in or an e-mail arrives it is written down and placed there as well. Twice a day the Liturgy of the Hours includes intercessions for the needs of God’s People similar to the intercessions offered at each Mass. It is specifically during this time that we, individually and as a community, remember the intentions that are in the basket. 
Many of the requests are similar. Mothers and fathers, grandmothers and grandfathers, aunts and uncles are praying for their loved ones to return to the Church, for loved ones addicted to alcohol or drugs, for better jobs, to sell a house, to do well in school, for marital problems, and the list goes on. Our intention at Morning Prayer might be for our gracious and compassionate God to “hear and answer the needs of those who have entrusted them to us” or “lay your healing hand upon those suffering from cancer or undergoing treatment for cancer”, “guide the search of those looking for new or better employment that they may provide for their families”, “for all those imprisoned by depression or despair”, “for reconciliation among families”. 
Sister Judith Ann Crosby

Today as I mentally hold the basket with all the intentions offering them to God, I will be praying for you, too, with a heart full of love and compassion. 
