
           In this Easter Season, the 

time when we celebrate the Resur-

rection of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we are also celebrating the long-

awaited completion of our monas-

tery.  Articles in our diocesan 

newspaper, The Harvest, and our 

local newspaper, the Great Falls 

Tribune, featured our community 

and our monastery in recent issues.  

We are in the process of furnishing 

the retreat apartments so that they 

may be used soon.  This space is for 

anyone who is seeking a period of 

solitude and silence for prayer.  

Each apartment has two bedrooms, 

a complete bathroom, closet space, 

a sitting area looking out to the 

mountains south and east of us, and 

an outside deck.    There is also a 

fully equipped kitchenette, and a 

washer and dryer.  If you are inter-

ested, please call Sister Jane at 453-

7891 for more information and to 

make reservations.  If you would 

like to contribute to furnishing a 

room, contact Sister Jane or any of 

the sisters.  We are deeply grateful to 

all those who have made this final 

phase and our whole monastery a         

reality!   

        Monastery Building Now Complete 

 About seventy middle school students 

from Our Lady of Lourdes School in Great Falls 

arrived one day in February for their annual day 

of retreat.  Accompanied by several teachers, 

they began at 8:30 a.m. and spent the day in 

prayer and sharing, leaving at 2:00 p.m.  We were 

pleased to have the students use our chapel and 

other rooms in the chapel building. 

 Bishop Michael Warfel was installed as 

the seventh bishop of Great Falls-Billings this 

past January 16.  We were privileged to be part 

of welcoming him to our diocese by hosting a 

pre-installation supper for him and about seventy 

invited guests.  Among those attending were 

Archbishop Pietro Sambi, Papal Nuncio, 

Archbishop John Vlazny of Portland, Oregon, 

many other bishops from the western United 

States, priests and friends of Bishop Warfel.  The 

meal was followed by Solemn Vespers at St. Ann 

Cathedral  in the Bishop’s honor. 

             Recent Events                   Visitors to the Monastery 

 

 

 Father Gabriel Basuzwa, a Xaverian 

missionary from Africa, was visiting friends in 

Great Falls, and graced us with daily Liturgy in 

our chapel during his stay.  Father Gabriel 

grew up in Congo, and is studying at Catholic 

Theological Union in Chicago.   

 Father Jim Van Vurst, OFM came 

from Cincinnati in February to give us a work-

shop on The Inner Life of Jesus.  A gifted artist, 

Father Jim also shared some classes on water-

color painting.  It was truly an enriching week.  

An added joy was having Father celebrate 

Eucharist with us each day. 

 In mid-March, Father Gilles LeBlanc 

and Denis Grady, both Secular Franciscans 

from Alberta, Canada, came to see us with 

their host Brad Baker while they were in town. 

It was a delight to have Father Gilles celebrate 

Eucharist with us, accompanied by Denis, who 

sang and played some of his original music. 

 

  Sister Jane welcomes a guest  

       to the retreat wing. 
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 One of the gifts of the Easter Season is the richness of the Scriptures we hear at 

Mass, especially each Sunday.  They lead us to see Jesus in so many different ways, and to 

know him more intimately.  The Gospel of John, in particular, is filled with these images.  

Jesus tells us: I am the light of the world; I am the bread of life; I am the good shepherd; I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life; I am the vine, you are the branches; I am the resurrection and the life; If you 

know me, you know the Father; and many more.   It would be worth taking some time to go 

back and re-read some of these passages slowly and meditatively.  Which one speaks to 

you most clearly and draws you to Jesus?   

 As we walk through the completed last phase of our monastery, our hearts sing 

with gratitude for all that has been accomplished here.  We have the workspace that we 

need, and we will very soon be able to welcome guests as retreatants.   

 The retreat apartments are being furnished thanks to the gifts and donations of 

our many friends.  Little by little, the rooms are becoming “livable” as furniture, linens 

and appliances are set in place.  We look forward to being able to share this house of 

prayer with those of you who are looking for a time of quiet and solitude. 

 To all of you who continue to express your support of our way of life by your 

letters and your donations and gifts, we send our heartfelt thanks.  Although we are deep 

in debt for our monastery building, we know that God’s care for us will be shown 

through those who are able to help us. 

  We encourage you to send us your prayer intentions.  You and all your needs 

are remembered daily in our prayers.  May God bless you and keep you ever in his care. 

               Who Is Jesus  for You? 

           Gratitude and Remembrance 

                   Do Poor Clares Retire? 

 St. Joseph has 

been our friend and inter-

cessor from the first days of 

our coming together as a 

community in Montana.  

Now that the monastery has 

been completed, our daily 

prayer to St. Joseph has 

been adapted to present 

circumstances.  If you 

would like to pray with us: 

 Holy Joseph, hus-

band of Mary and protector 

of the Child Jesus, look 

upon us in our need.  Our 

monastery and our commu-

nity here in Montana are a 

tribute to your care for us 

through the generosity of 

our benefactors.  May God 

bless them and increase 

their numbers, and inspire 

women to join us in our life 

of prayer and praise.  We 

ask this in the name of Je-

sus Christ, our God and 

Savior.  Amen.     

 Each December, Catholics throughout the country are asked to contribute to the 

National Religious Retirement Fund authorized by the bishops of the United States.  

Have you ever wondered what happens to that money, or if the sisters here in Montana 

benefit from the collection?   

 Every March, each religious community sends a census and financial report to 

the National Religious Retirement Office.  Based on that report, the funds are distributed 

to communities around the country.  As our sisters reach retirement age, they receive a 

small check to help with whatever their needs may be. 

 Now, when do Poor Clares retire?  To speak of “retirement” and Poor Clares in 

the same sentence always elicits a chuckle from the sisters.  Like everyone else, we even-

tually slow down, but every sister remains an integral part of the community.  Whatever 

her limitations, she can give support to her sisters in countless ways.  And we never 

“retire” from praying!  


